
ED 370 639

AUTHOR
TITLE

INSTITUTION

PUB DATE
NOTE
PUB TYPE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

DOCUMENT RESUME

Hughes, Tom
Educational Attainment of Adults
1990 Census Tells Us.
Oregon State Dept. of Education,
Community Coll. Services.
May 94
316p.

Statistical Data (110)
Research/Technical (143)

JC 940 340

in Oregon: What the

Salem. Office of

Reports

MF01/PCI3 Plus Postage.
Adults; Age Groups; *Census Figures; *Community
Characteristics; *Demography; *Educational
Attainment; *Hispanic Americans; Limited English
Speaking; *Low Achievement; Low Income Groups;
Minority Groups; Non English Speaking; Racial
Differences; State Surveys

IDENTIFIERS *Oregon

ABSTRACT

Presenting state demographic data from the 1990
Census, this report provides information on the characteristics of
Oregon residents 16 years and older who lack a high school diploma or
equivalent and are not enrolled in school. The first part of the
report provides a discussion of methodology and results and indicates
that data were gathered from three tapes: a summary file by block
group, a summary file by census tract, and a file of raw Census data.
This section also provides the following data: (1) 381,905
Oregonians, or 17.57. of the total population 16 and over, did not
have a diploma or equivalent and were not enrolled in school; (2)

while the state's non-whites and Hispanics comprised 8.27. of the
total population 16 and over, they accounted for 17.57. of the total
number of undereducated residents; (3) Hispanics alone comprised
11.8% of the undereducated group, although they made up only 3.37. of
the total state population 16 and over; (4) nearly one-third of
Oregonians aged 60 and over lacked a high school degree or
equivalent; (5) 207. of the undereducated adults were at or below the
poverty level; and (6) nearly one-third of the population of Hood
River, Jefferson, and Lake counties aged 18-24 were undereducated.
The bulk of the report consists of three appendixes providing data
from the 1990 Census, including geographies for Oregon Community
Colleger; public use microdata sample tables for levels of
educational attainment by age, race/ethnicity, English-speaking
ability, and poverty level by county; and non-high school graduates
by gender, by county, by age, and by district. (KP)

**********************************************************************

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
* from the original document.
***************************-A******************************************



Educational Attainment of Adults in Oregon:
What the 1990 Census Tells Us

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Educattonat Reseerch and Improvement
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC)
)1L,1..lec'his document has been reproduced as

r eived from the person or organization
originating it

C Minor changes have been made to improve
reproduction Quality

Points of view or OPn.Ons stated .n this docu
ment do not neCessanty represent official
OERI position or policy

by

"PERMISSION
TO REPRODUCE

THISMATERIAL
HAS BEEN GRANTED BYT. Hughes

TO THE EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCESINFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC)."

Tom Hughes, Research Analyst
Office of Community College Services

Salem, Oregon

May 1994

BEST COPY MAILABLE

2



Acknowledgments: The author would like to thank the following people for their
assistance in completing this document:

Donna Lane, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Community College Services, and
State Director of Adult Basic Education

Charles Rynerson, Research Assistant, Center for Population Research and
Census, Portland State University

Edward Schafer, Director, Center for Population Research and Census, Portland
State University

Holly McKinney, Office Specialist, Office of Community College Services

Appreciation is also expressed to Bob Jones (Oregon Department of Education),
Sharlene Walker (Office of Community College Services), and Marilyn
Kolodziejczyk (OCCURS Project Director) for their helpful input.

For further information about this report, please contact:

Tom Hughes, Research Analyst
Office of Community College Services

Public Service Building
255 Capitol Street NE

Salem, Oregon 97310-0203
Phone: 378-8648, extension 366

This study was funded by the National Literacy Act of 1991.



Executive Summary

According to the 1990 Census, 381,905 Oregonians, or about 17.5% of the total population aged
16 and over were "undereducated." Undereducated is defined as those people not having a high
school degree or equivalent, and not enrolled in school. This percentage and numlier compares to
24.1% (463,030) and 25.4% (523,834) found in earlier studies conducted using 1980 and 1970
census data, respectively. Oregon's figure is less than the 20% rate reported in 1990 for the
United States.

While the decrease in the number and percentage of Oregon's undereducated adult population is
certainly a positive trend, there remain areas of concern. For example:

While Oregon's minority (i.e., non-white and/or Hispanic) population aged 16 and over in
1990 represented about 8.2% of the total population in this age group, they accounted for
17.5% of the total undereducated.

61.7% of Oregon's population of "Hispanic Origin" were undereducated compared to
45.2% nationally.1 While representing only 3.3% of the total state population aged 16 and
over, Hispanics comprised 11.8% of the total undereducated population in Oregon.

Nearly 12% of the undereducated indicated that English was not their primary language. Of
these, 38% described their ability to speak English as "Not Well," or "Not at All."

A recent national study found that those without a high school degree had average monthly
earnings of $492, a decrease of 5% over that reported in 1987 when adjusted for infiation.2
In comparison, the study found that a high school graduate's average monthly earnings
were $1,077 in 1990, and $1,060 in 1987. Nearly 40% of Oregon's undereducated were
under 45 years of age, and if employed, will likely experience 20 to 50 years of decreased
and decreasing earning potential.

Nearly 1/3 of Oregonians 60 years of age and over lacked a high school degree or
equivalent.

20% of the undereducated adults were reported at or below 100% of the poverty level. Of
these, 36% had completed less than 9 years of school.

More than 15% of Oregon's population aged 18-24 were undereducated. Statewide, 17% of
males in this age category were undereducated compared to 14% of the females. Of
particular note, nearly 1/3 of the population of Hood River, Jefferson, and Lake counties
aged 18-24 were undereducated. More than 40% of Hood River county males did not have
a high school degree or equivalent and were not enrolled in school.

In summary, census data suggest that overall improvement is being made in reducing the number
and percentage of Oregonians lacking a high school degree or high school equivalency. Adult
Basic Education programs, run through the state's community college system, can certainly take
some of the credit for this significant improvement over the last decade. However, census figures
also point to the need for increased efforts by educational leaders, the legislature, and others to
target service to specific segments of the population. Those segments include people of color,
people with limited English-spealdng ability, people in poverty, people in particular age
categories, and those in counties with very high rates.
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Introduction

In 1973, and again in the early 1980s, the Office of Community College Services published
results of census data relating to the educational attainment, specifically earning of a high school
degree or equivalent, by adults 16 years of age and older. The publications, titled "Oregon's
Undereducated Adults" included summaries from the 1970 and 1980 censuses, both by counties
and by community college districts.

This document updates the earlier publications with data from the 1990 Census. In addition to
county and district summaries, descriptive demographic data was also taken from the 1990
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS).

The primary purpose of this report is to describe who Oregon's undereducated adults are through
various demographic breakd-.)wns, and where they are by presenting breakdowns by counties,
PUMS areas, and community college districts. Educational providers and leaders, the legislature,
and others should fmd this information helpful for planning delivery of services to this segment
of the population. In addition, by recognizing the characteristics and geographic locations of the
undereducated as portrayed by the 1990 Census "snapshot," perhaps a more proactive approach
can be targeted towards those likely to join the future ranks of the undereducated.

A secondary purpose of this report is to provide an educational attainment profile by county and
by community college district for the adult population aged 25 and over.

Methodology

The Center for Population Research and Census, which is within Portland State University's
School of Urban and Public Affairs, was contracted to process 1990 census data from three main
sources: 1) Summary Tape File 3 (STF3); 2) Summary Tape File 4 (STF4); and 3) Public Use
Microdata Sample (PUMS). Brief descriptions of these sources follow:

1. Summary Tape File 3 (STF3) contains data that was gathered from approximately 1-in-6
housing units in urban areas, and 1 in 2 rural areas, in the state. The smallest geographic
unit for which data are available from STF3 is the "block group," which are portions of
census tracts.

The "long form" questionnaires from which STF3 data were derived included questions
dealing with socioeconomic attributes. Resulting data was then weighted to represent the
total population. Specific data gleaned from this source included highest educational
attainment of the population aged 25 and over, broken down by race and by county. In
addition, the Center for Population Research and Census aggregated this data by
community college district. Many community college districts transcend county
boundaries. For example, Central Oregon's district includes all of Crook, Deschutes, and
Jefferson counties, and portions of Klamath and Lake counties. For these portions, PSU
researchers overlaid district maps with census tract boundaries to insure that only those
areas within the district were included. Appendix A lists each community college district,
and a description of the census tracts used.

2. Summary Tape File 4 (STF4) contains more detailed summary tables than those available
from STF3. The smallest geographical unit for which data are available is the census tract
that encompasses multiple block groups. STF4 provides more detail than STF3 because by
aggregating data at a higher level (i.e., census tract), more reliable estimates are possible
when cross tabulation is done, than would be possible if smaller sample block groups were
used for basing estimates. For example, if the census happened to sample a member of a
particular minority group in a rural area block group who had a Ph.D., population estimates
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for that minority group in the area would likely be skewed, than if aggregation at the higher
census tract level had been done.

3. Unlike STF3 and STF4 which present data only in summary tables, the Public Use
Microdata Sample (PUMS) consists of raw data gathered from a sample of those who
completed the "long form" census questionnaire. Thus, this file contains complete
questionnaire responses from about 5% of the total households in Oregon. 1990 PUMS data
was reported for 15 separate areas in the state that had populations of at least 100,000.

A basic principle regarding content and use of Bureau of Census data products, is that the various
sources are capable of providing increasing levels of detail as one moves from a total 100%
count to a sampling procedure. For example, while Summary Tape File 1 (STF1) provides highly
accurate general populatiou counts through a 100% count, the "short form" questionnaire
employed to gather data does not include detailed educational and other socioeconomic
questions. To gather this, in addition to the short form, a representative sample of the total
population received a "long form" questionnaire and responses were used for producing
estimates for the total population. Similarly, PUMS data, while capable of allowing greater
educational detail, aggregates such t .1 for areas with populations greater than, or equal to
100,000. Thus, the cities of Portland and Eugene constitute separate PUM areas or "PUMAs"; in
contrast, PUMAs for sparsely populated areas of eastern Oregon typically include multiple
counties.

Please Note: As discussed above, census sources employed different methodologies; therefore,
minor variations can be expected in numbers andlor percentages reported.

Results and Discussion

According to the 1990 Census, 381,905 Oregonians, or about 17.5% of the total population aged
16 and over were "undereducated." This percentage and number are a sunstantial improvement
over the 24.1% (463,030) and 25.4% (523,834) figures found in earlier studies conducted using
1980 and 1970 census data, respectively. Oregon'., percentage compares favorably to the 20%
figure reported in 1990 for the United States.

While the decrease in Oregon's undereducated is certainly a positive development, one must
examine the characteristics of the undereducated segment to note a number of areas of concern.

First, Table 1 shows that about 83% of the undereducated were "White Not of Hispanic
Origin." However, Whites comprised nearly 92% of Oregon's population aged 16 and over in
1990. Thus, while the large numbers are certainly of concern, this group was not over-
represented when compared to the general population.

A second area of concern is that the undereducated ranks were over-represented by people of
color. For example, while Oregon's minority (i.e., non-white and/or Hispanic) population aged 16
and over represented about 8.2% of the total population in this age group, they accounted for
17.5% of the total undereducated. Table 1 gives each major racial/ethnic minority, its
representation among Oregon's populabon in that age category, and representation among the
undereducated.
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Table 1. Comparison of overall population and undereducated minority population in Oregon.

Not of Hispanic Origin
White Black American

Indian/
Eskimo/Aleut

Asian or
Pacific
Islander

Total:
Hispanic
origin

Total
Row

Pexcent

Total Minority
Representation

% of State Population
APe 16 and Over

91.8% 1.4% 1.1% 23% <0.1% 3.3% 100.0% 82%

% of Undereducated 82.5% 1.6% 2.0% 2.0% 0.1% 11.8% 100.0% 17.5%

Of particular note were those who identified themselves as of "Hispanic Origin," who while
representing only 3.3% of the total state population aged 16 and over, comprised 11.8% of the
undereducated. Nearly 62% of Oregon's Hispanics in this age group lack a high school diploma
and are not enrolled in school compared to 45% nationally.1

Similar "over-representation" of American Indian/Eskimo/Aleut, and Blacks is depicted in
Table 1.

Table 2 below gives a breakdown of years of school completed by race for the undereducated,
showing percentages within each category. One finding of particular concern is that 55% of the
Hispanics had 8 or fewer years of education, as compared to about 29% of non-Hispanics. It's
also interesting that rather large percentages of "Whites" and "Asians" fall in this category of
years of school completed. The former are likely bolstered by the number of seniors; the latter by
seniors and by Asians who recently emigrated as refugees, primarily from Southeast Asia.

Table 2. Oregon: Level of Educational Attainment by Race/Ethnicity, Age 16 and Over, No High School Degree or
Equivalent and Not in School. Source: 1990 Census, Public Use Microdata Sample.

Not of }Itsank 0
Years of School

Completed
White Black American

Indian,
Eskimo or

Aleut

Asian or
Pacific
Islander

Other Total Total:
Hispanic

Origin

Total: Not of
Hispanic Origin and

Hispanic Origin

0 to 4 years 3.4% 8.2% 1.4% 26.1% 14.4% 4.0% 24.4% 6.4%

5 to 8 years 24.7% 16.2% 18.6% 27.5% 38.7% 24.5% 30.7% 25.2%

9 years 12.2% 8.1% 16.8% 8.0% 11.2% 12.2%
,

10.1% 11.9%

10 years 20.1% 25.4% 25.7% 13.0% 163% 20.1% 12.1% 19.2%

11 years 19.8% 23.5% 24.0% 9.1% 17.1% 19.7% 11.8% 18.8%

12 years (no
di loma

19.7% 18.6% 13.5% 163% 2.4% 193% 10.8% 18.5%

Total 315,061 6,090 7,742 7,628 375 336,896 45,009 381,905

The over-representation of some minorities likely relates to the finding that nearly 12% of the
undereducated indicated that English was not their primary language. Of these, 38% described
their ability to speak English as "Not Well" or "Not at All."

These results suggest that greater efforts must be targeted at serving the educational needs of
people of color and those whose inability to speak English poses a significant barrier. One
example of how inclusion of these groups into adult basic education programs is being facilitated
is the operation of the statewide "Literacy Line," a toll-free phone line headquartered at Portland
Community College that is designed to refer callers to appropriate educational services.
Specifically, many personnel staffing the Literacy Line are also conversant in Spanish.
A second area of concern is the age distribution among Oregon's undereducated as depicted in
Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1. Age Distribution of Oregon's Undereducated. Source: 1990 Census, Public Use Microdata
Sample.

Age Distribution of Oregon's
Undereducated Adults

16-24
Years Oki
(13%)

ss

60 Years
& Over
(45%)

45-59
Years Oki
(17%)

25-44
Years Old
(26%)

Note that a relatively low percentage (13%) of Oregon's undereducated was 16 to 24 years of
age. This is comparable to the nationwide figure of 12.1% reported for this age group.2
Similarly, both Oregon and national data showed that senior citizens comprised a large segment
of the undereducated population.

Nearly 40% of Oregon's undereducated were under 45 years of age. This is significant when
considered in the context, of the findings of a recent study which found that the average monthly
(-linings of persons 18 years of age and older who lacked a high school degree or equivalent
were substantially less than those with a high school credentia1.1 Specifically, the study found
that those without a high school degree or equivalent had average monthly earnings of $492 in
1990, a decrease of 5% over that reported in 1987 when adjusted for inflation. In comparison,
the study found that a high school graduate's average monthly earnings were $1,077 in 1990, and
$1,460 in 1987.

Another study compared the total median annual money earnings of persons 25 years of age and
over who were high school graduates (includes equivalency) with those of people with "Some
high school (no diploma)."3 The high school graduates' median annual earnings of $12,690 were
nearly 42% higher than the comparison group.

Both of these studies support the likelihood that the undereducated will experience decreased,
and decreasing earnings. Indeed, the 1990 Census found that 20% of Oregon's undereducated
adults were at or below 100% of the poverty level; of these, 36% had completed less than 9 years
of school.

A third major area of concern has to do with problem "pockets" of undereducated adults,
particularly when viewed as a percentage of a county's population. For exampie, statewide about
15% of Oregon's population aged 18-24 were undereducated, with about 17% of males and 14%
of females comprising the overall total. Of particular note, nearly 1/3 of the population of Hood
River, Jefferson, and Lake counties aged 18-24 were undereducated. More than 40% of Hood
River county's males compared with 25% of its females, did not have a high school degree or
equivalent, and were not enrolled in sPhool. Other large gender differences were noted in
Josephine, Sherman, Wasco, and Wheeler counties. Interestingly, the overall 1990 percentages
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reported for Jefferson and Lake counties were improvements over the 42.6% and 44.9% rates,
respectively, given in the 1980 rer 3rt; Hood River's rate has remained about the same.

A comparison of the undereducated adults rate of those counties within a community college
district (excluding counties also receiving contracted out-of-district (COD) services) was made
with those counties either served as CODs or not within a community college district.
Interestingly, the 17.4% undereducated rate for those counties "fully served" as part of a
community college district was more than 3% lower than that for non-district and/or COD-served
areas.

Although one cannot directly correlate census results with the high school dropout rate reported
by the Oregon Department of Education, there are some counties that both sources identify as
having rates higher than the statewide average. For example, while the statewide dropout average
for 1990-91 was 6.5%, Jefferson county's rate was 16.5%, Josephine county's was 7.8%, and
Wasco county's was 8.8%. Of these, only Wasco county slightly declined to 6.6% in 1991-92;
Jefferson's climbed to 18.4%. Interestingly, the 1990 census also found high rates of
undereducated adults for these counties. One possible explanation might be that dropouts in these
counties have a greater tendency to remain in the county, rather than move elsewhere.

Appendix B following this report gives a series of tables for each of the state's 15 Public Use
Microdata Sample Areas. Tables can be perused for PUMAs of parficular interest. However,
several results should be highlighted. First, PUMA 700, which encompasses the city of Eugene,
at 10.4% had the lowest incidence of undereducated adults. This result is not totally surprising in
view of the close proximity of Lane Community College and the University of Oregon which
likely contribute to a generally higher level of educational attainment across the populace.

Data for Marion county (PUMA 1100) provided an interesting profile of undereducated in that
area. Overall, 20.7% of the county's population was undereducated. About 21% of the
undereducated said that English was not their primary language; of these, 46% described their
ability to communicate in English as "Not Well" or "Not at All." Nearly 30% of Marion county's
undereducated were of Hispanic origin. These results suggest that particular attention needs to be
given to removing language barriers that exist for Hispanics and others through support of
English as a Second Language (ESL) programs.

Lastly, Portland's (PUMA 1300) undereducated rate was 16.4%. More than 24% were at or
below 100% of the poverty level. Blacks, Asians, and Hispanics comprised 8.9%, 7.6%, and
7.9% of the total, respectively. In contrast to Marion county, less than 15% said that English was
their second language.

Appendix D presents age and gender breakouts by community college district. Several districts
consist of a single county; i.e., Clatsop, Oregon Coast, Rogue, and Tillamook Bay.
Consequently, data for these will coincide with county by county tables presented in Appendix
C. In contrast, Chemeketa, Central Oregon, Lane, Mt. Hood, and Portland community colleges
each encompass 3 or more entire counties, or portions of counties. It is for this latter group that
the appendix should prove most helpful.

Appendix E summarizes census data for "Highest Educational Attainment," both by county and
by community college district for adults 25 years of age and over. As suggested for Appendix B,
these tables can be perused for counties and/or community college districts of particular interest.
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Table 3 summarizes statewide educational attainment data by race, and provides average
monthly earnings associated with that educational level based on a national study.2

Table 3. Educational attainment summary for Oregon by race, and average monthly earnings by educational
attainment level based on a national study. Educational attahiment is for all adults aged 25 and over, earnings data
are for those 18 and over. Source: 1990 Census.

LESS THAN
9TH GRADE

9TH TO 12TH
GRADE, NO
DIPLOMA

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATE OR
EQUIVALENCY

SOME
COLLEGE, NO

DEGREE

ASSOCIATE'S
DEGREE

Average Monthly
Earnings, $492 $1,077 $1,280 $1,672
G.regon 6.2% 12.3% 28.9% 25.0% 6.9%
White 5.6% 12.2% 293% 25.2% 6.9%

Black 72% 17.8% 25.3% 28.5% 6.0%

Native American 7.6% 21.3% 29.7% 25.4% 7.6%
Asian 11.6% 9.0% 18.9% 19.4% 8.8%

Other Race 41.8% 16.9% 173% 13.3% 4.1%

Hispanic 30.8% 16.2% 20.4% 17.4% 5.1%

BACHELOR'S
DEGREE

GRADUATE OR
PROFESSIONAL

DEGREE

TOTAL
ROW PERCENT

TOTAL
POPULATION 25

YEARS AND
OLDER

Average Monthly
Earnings $2,116

I Range of Averages:
$2822 to $4,961

,, ,. ..

..,

;
..

..

,.

Oregon 13.6% 7.0% 100% 1,855,369

White 13.7% 7.0% 100% 1,748,500
Black 10.1% 5.1% 100% 24,123
Native American 5.7% 2.6% 100% 22,856
Asian 20.5% 11.8% 100% 37,370
Other Race 4.5% 1.7% KO% 22,520

Hispanic 6.9% 3.2% 100% 50,104

There are several main points to highlight from the above table. First, the average monthly
earnings tend to increase with higher levels of educational attainment Second, rather large
differences in level of attainment by race. For example, while the percentage of whites 25 and
over with a Bachelor's degree was just under 14%, all other races, with the exception of Asians,
had a much lower rate. Only 6.9% of Hispanics had earned a Bachelor's degree; nearly 31% had
less than a 9th grade education. In contrast, nearly 1/3 of all Asians in this age category had
earned a Bachelor's degree or higher and less than 12% had not completed 9 years of school.

Table 4 below gives comparative data for the United States. Note that the 1990 Census reported
that a higher percentage of Oregon's population 25 and over had earned either an associate,
bachelor's, or graduate/professional degree than that reported nationwide. In addition, a smaller
percentage of Oregonians was reported in the lower three educational attainment categories
"Less than 9th Grade," "9th to 12th Grade, No Diploma," and "High School Graduate or
Equivalency" than noted for the U.S.. Comparison of data from Tables 3 and 4 also indicates
interesting differences between Oregon and national data for minorities. For example, nearly
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50% of Blacks in Oregon had either college experience, or an associate, bachelor's or
graduate/professional degree compared to 35% nationwide.

Table 4. Educational attainment surmnary for the United States by race for age 25 and over. Source: 1990 Census.

LESS THAN
9TH GRADE

9TH TO 12TH
GRADE, NO
DTPLOMA

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATE OR
EQUIVALENCY

SOME
COLLEGE, NO

DEGREE

ASSOCIATE'S
DEGREE

All Persons 25 and
Over

10.4% 14.4% 30.0% 18.7% 6.2%

White 8.9% 13.1% 31.0% 19.1% 6.3%

Black 13.8% 23.2% 27.9% 18.5% 5.3%

Native American 14.0% 20.5% 29.1% 20.8% 6.4%

Asian 12.9% 9.5% 18.5% 14.7% 7.7%

Other Race 35.8% 20.7% 20.4% 12.8% 4.2%

, attic 30.7%, 19.5% 21.6% 14.3% 4.8%

BACHELOR'S
DEGREE

GRADUATE OR
PROFESSIONAL

DEGREE

TOTAL ROW
PERCENT

TOTAL
POPULATION 25

YEARS AND
OLDER

All Persons 25 and Over 13.1% 7.2% 100% 158,868,436

White 13.9% 7.7% 100% 132,023,308

Black 7.5%. 3.8% 100% . 16 761,234

Native American 6.1% 3.2% 100% 1 079 621

Asian 22.7%. 13.9% 100% 4,316,366

Other Race 4.0% 1.9% 100% 4,687,907-
Hispanic 5.9% 3.3% 100% 11,226,793

Summary

Using data from the 1990 Census, this study found that 381,905 Oregonians, or 17.5% of the
total population aged 16 and over had not earned a high school degree or equivalent and were not
enrolled in school. This number and percentage of "Undereducated Adults" have decreased
significantly since similar studies were conducted using 1970 and 1980 census data, and is also
less than the 20% figure reported for the United States.

However, this report notes that the "profile" of the undereducated population underscores that a
large and in some cases disproportionate percentage:

is of Hispanic or American Indian/Esidmo/Aleut racial/ethnic background;
English is not their primary language, and the inability to communicate well in English is
likely a barrier;
live at or below 100% of the poverty level;
are older Oregonians 45% were 60 years of age and over,
are sometimes found in counties that have had historically higher than statewide average
high school dropout rates;
are often found in certain counties/areas that tend to have a high percentage of its
population with one or more of the characteristics listed above (i.e., minority race, older
population, high poverty level, language barrier, elevated high school dropout rates).

The purpose of this report was to describe the undereducated population as it was portrayed in
the 1990 Census, not necessarily to recommend specific solutions forfurther reducing its

/ 1Page 8



incidence. Statewide adult basic education programs administered through the 16 community
colleges will continue to provide services that will likely help alleviate this problem. In addition,
changing age demographics over time, as well as in-migration should result in a further decline
by the next century.

For example, a recent study conducted by the Oregon Employment Department found that
among those 18 years and over coming from out of state to apply for an Oregon driver's license:4

36.4% had 4 or more years of college
25.7% had some college or an associate degree
30.3% had a high school diploma
Only 7.6% had less than a 12th grade education

Thus, "newcomers" to Oregon tend to be more highly educated. The tremendous in-migration
experienced recently, particularly from California and Washington, has likely already helped to
further reduce the undereducated segment, particularly in fast-growing counties such as
Deschutes and those in the Portland area.

Sources Cited:

1U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 460, School
Enrollment-Social and Economic Characteristics of Students: October 1990, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1992.

2U.S. Bureau of the Census. Current Population Reports, Series P70-32. What's it Worth?
Educational Background and Economic Status: Spring 1990, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC, 1992.

3U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60,
No. 180, Money Income of Households, Families, and Persons in the United States: 1991, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1992.

40regon In-Migration Study, Oregon Employment Department, 1993.
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Appendix A

1990 Census Geographies:

Oregon Community Colleges

Note: The 5 pages that follow describe the geographical areas included in
each community college district.
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1990 Census Geographies: Oregon Community Colleges
Community Census Block

College County Tract Group Inclusive % of Area Place
Blue Mountain
Blue Mountain

Morrow
Umatilla

100%
100%

Chemeketa Linn 302.98 1 3 100%
Chemeketa Linn 302.98 4 46%
Chemeketa Lin n 302.98 5 100%
Chemeketa Marion 100%
Chemeketa Polk 100%
Chemeketa Yamhill 303 1 16%
Chemeketa Yamhill 303 4 74%
Chemeketa Yamhill 303 5 100%
Chemeketa Yamhill 304 1 100%
Chemeketa Yamhill 304 2 97%
Chemeketa Yamhill 304 3 5 100%
Chemeketa Yamhill 305 031000 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 204.02 3 15%
Clackamas Clackamas 205.01 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 205.02 1 100% West Linn
Clackamas Clackamas 205.02 1 100% Remainder
Clackamas Clackamas 205.02 4 96%
Clackamas Clackamas 206 022201 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 222.02 1 85%
Clackamas Clackamas 222.02 2 3 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 223 023100 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 232 2 4%
Clackamas Clackamas 232 3 28%
Clackamas Clackamas 232 5 48%
Clackamas Clackamas 232 6 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 233 2 8%
Clackamas Clackamas 235 1 77%
Clackamas Clackamas 235 3 5 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 235 6 34%
Clackamas Clackamas 236 024200 100%
Clackamas Clackamas 243.02 3 62%
Clackamas Clackamas 243.02 4 25%
Clatsop Clatsop 100%
Columbia Gorge Wasco 9701 970700 100%
Columbia Gorge Wasco 9708 1 6 100%
Central Oregon Crook 100%
Central Oregon Deschutes 100%
Central Oregon Jefferson 100%
Central Oregon Klamath 9701 1 50%
Central Oregon Klamath 9701 2 3 100%
Central Oregon Lake 9601 1 29%
Central Oregon Lake 9601 2 90%
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1990 Census Geographies: Oregon Community Colleges
Community Census Block

College County Tract Group Inclusive % of Area Place
Central Oregon Wasco 9708 100%

Linn-Benton Benton 1 010300 103%

Linn-Benton Benton 104 1 2 100%

Linn-Benton Benton 104 3 49% Remainder

Linn-Benton Benton 104 4 34% Remainder

Linn-Benton Benton 105 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 201.98 030100 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 302.98 4 54%

Linn-Benton Linn 302.98 6 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 303 030402 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 305 1 2 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 305 3 60%

Linn-Benton Linn 306 3 10%

Linn-Benton Linn 306 4 5 100%

Linn-Benton Linn 307 031098 100%

Lane Benton 104 100% Monroe

Lane Benton 104 3 51% Remainder
Lane Benton 104 4 66% Remainder
Lane Douglas 100.98 1 16%

Lane Douglas 300.98 1 3%

Lane Lane 1 000402 100%

Lane Lane 5.98 1 100%

Lane Lane 5.98 2 90%

Lane Lane 5.98 3 100%

Lane Lane 7.03 1 5 100%

Lane Lane 7.03 6 87%

Lane Lane 7.03 7 100%

Lane Lane 7.04 005400 100%

Lane Linn 305 3 40%

Lane Linn 306 1 2 100%

Lane Linn 306 3 90%

Mount Hood Clackamas 222.02 1 15%

Mount Hood Clackamas 232 1 100%

Mount Hood Clackamas 232 2 96%

Mount Hood Clackamas 232 3 72%

Mount Hood Clackamas 232 4 100%

Mount Hood Clackamas 232 5 52%

Mount Hood Clackamas 233 1 100%

Mount Hood Clackamas 233 2 92%

Mount Hood Clackanias 233 3 100%

Mount Hood Clackamas 234.01 023402 100%

Mount Hood Clackamas 235 1 23%

Mount Hood Clackamas 235 6 66%

Mount Hood Clackamas 243.01 100%
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1990 Census Geographies: Oregon Community Colleges
Community Census Block

College County Tract Group Inclusive % of Area Place
Mount Hood Clackamas 243.02 1 2 100%
Mount Hood Clackamas 243.02 3 38%
Mount Hood Clackamas 243.02 4 75%
Mount Hood Hood River 9501 1 100%
Mount Hood Hood River 9501 3 36%
Mount Hood Hood River 9504 2 72%
Mount Hood Multnomah 6.01 1 18%
Mount Hood Multnomah 17.02 2 9%
Mount Hood Multnomah 29.03 1 12%
Mount Hood Multnomah 73 1 20%
Mount Hood Multnomah 73 2 100%
Mount Hood Multnomah 77 008202 100%
Mount Hood Multnomah 83.02 1 52%
Mount Hood Multnomah 83.02 2 84%
Mount Hood Multnomah 84 100%
Mount Hood Multnomah 85 1 100%
Mount Hood Multnomah 85 2 72%
Mount Hood Multnomah 89 1 2 100%
Mount Hood Multnomah 89 3 43%
Mount Hood Multnomah 90 010500 100%
None Baker 9501 950200 100%
None Baker 9503 1 2 100%
None Baker 9503 3 35% Remainder
None Baker 9504 950500 100%
None Baker 9506 1 4 100%
None Baker 9506 5 100% Richland
None Baker 9506 5 50% Remainder
None Columbia 9701 100%
None Columbia 9702 1 82% Remainder
None Columbia 9702 1 100% Clatskanie
None Columbia 9702 2 4 100%
None Columbia 9702 5 91% Remainder
None Columbia 9702 5 100% Clatskanie
None Columbia 9703 100%
None Columbia 9704 1 94%
None Columbia 9704 2 35%
None Curry 100%
None Douglas 200.98 5 25%
None Gilliam 100%
None Grant 100%
None Harney 100%
None Hood River 9501 2 100%
None Hood River 9501 3 64%
None Hood River 9501 4 6 100%
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1990 Census Geographies: Oregon Community Colleges
Community Census Block

College County Tract Group Inclusive % of Area Place
None Hood River 9502 950300 100%

None Hood River 9504 1 100%

None Hood River 9504 2 28%
None Hood River 9504 3 6 100%

None Jackson 100%
None Klamath 9701 1 50%
None Klamath 9701 4 100%

None Klamath 9702 972000 100%
None Lake 9601 1 71%
None Lake 9601 2 10%

None Lake 9601 3 4 100%
None Lake 9602 100%
None Lake 5.98 2 10%

None Lakz. 7.03 6 13%

None Malheur 9701.98 3 25%
None Malheur 9701.98 4 40%
None Malheur 9707 3 52%
None Malheur 9708 2 56%
None Malheur 9708 3 84%
None Malheur 9708 4 5 100%
None Sherman 100%
None Union 100%
None Wallowa 100%
None Wheeler 100%
Oregon Coast Lincoln 100%
Portland Clackamas 201 020401 100%
Portland Clackamas 204.02 1 2 100%
Portland Clackamas 204.02 3 85%
Portland Clackamas 205.02 1 100% Lake Oswego
Portland Clackamas 205.02 2 3 100%
Portland Clackamas 205.02 4 4%
Portland Columbia 9702 1 18% Remainder
Portland Columbia 9702 5 9% Remainder
Portland Columbia 9704 1 6%
Portland Columbia 9704 2 65%
Portland Columbia 9705 971100 100%
Portland Multnomah 1 000502 100%
Portland Multnomah 6.01 1 82%
Portland Multnomah 6.01 2 4 100%
Portland Mulmomah 6.02 100%
Portland Multnomah 7.01 001701 100%
Portland Multnomah 17.02 1 100%
Portland Multnomah 17.02 2 91%
Portland Multnomah 17.02 3 100%
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1990 Census Geographies: Oregon Community Colleges
Community Census Block

College County Tract Group Inclusive % of Area Place
Portland Multnomah 18.01 002902 100%
Portland Multnomah 19.03 1 88%
Portland Multnomah 29.03 2 4 100%
Portland Multnomah 30 007299 100%
Portland Multnomah 73 1 80%
Portland Multnomah 74 007600 100%
Portland Multnomah 83.01 100%
Portland Multnomah 83.02 1 48%
Portland Multnomah 83.02 2 16%
Portland Multnomah 85 2 28%
Portland Multnomah 86 008800 100%
Portland Multnomah 89 3 5700%
Portland Multnomah 89 4 100%
Portland Multnomah 107.98 100%
Portland Washing zon 100%
Portland Yamhill 301 030200 100%
Portland Yamhill 303 1 84%
Portland Yamhill 303 2 3 100%
Portland Yamhill 303 4 26%
Portland Yamhill 304 2 3%
Rogue Josephine 100%
Southwestern Coos 100%
Southwestern Douglas 100.98 1 84%
Southwestern Douglas 100.98 2 5 100%
Southwestern Douglas 200.98 1 4 100%
Southwestern Douglas 200.98 5 75%
Tillamook Bay Tillamook 100%
Treasure Valley Baker 9503 100% Huntington
Treasure Valley Baker 9503 3 65% Remainder
Treasure Valley Baker 9506 5 50% Remainder
Treasure Valley Malheur 9701.98 1 2 100%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9701.98 3 75%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9701.98 4 60%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9702 9706 100%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9707 1 2 100%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9707 3 47%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9708 1 100%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9708 2 44%
Treasure Valley Malheur 9708 3 16%
Umpqua Douglas 300.98 1 97%
Umpqua Douglas 300.98 2 6 100%
Umpqua Douglas 400 210099 100%
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Appendix B

1990 Census:

Public Use Microdata Sample Tables

PUMA Number Areas/Counties Included Ea=
PUMA Descriptions All PUMAs 1

Oregon Entire State 2-9

100 Baker, Gilliam, Morrow, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, and 10-17

200
Wheeler

Crook, Deschutes, Hood River, Jefferson, Sherman, and 18 -25
Wasco

300 Grant, Harney, Klamath, Lake, and Malheur 26-33

400 Linn and Benton 34-41

500 Coos, Curry, Douglas, and Josephine 42-49

600 Clatsop, Columbia, Lincoln, and Tillamook 50-57

700 City of Eugene 58-65

800 Lane county excluding Eugene 66-73

900 Jackson 74-81

1000 Polk and Yamhill 82-89

1100 Marion 90-97

1200 Washington county excluding Portland 98-105

1300 City of Portland 106-113

1400 Multnomah county excluding Portland 114-121

1500 Clackamas county excluding Portland 122-129
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ent by R
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A

ge 16 and O
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igh School D
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ot in School
Source: 1990 C
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ot in School

Source: 090 C
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icrodata Sam

ple
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ender A

ge 16 and O
ver,
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igh School D
egree or E

quivalent and N
ot in School

Source: 1990 C
ensus, Public U

se M
icrodata Sam

ple
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ears of School C
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2,517
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 100 includes B
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ppendixB
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PU
M

A
 100*

E
ducational A

ttainm
ent by Poverty Status (100%

 of Poverty L
evel)**

A
ge 16 and O

ver, N
o H

igh School D
egree or E

quivalent and N
ot in School

S
ource: 1990 C

ensus, P
ublic U

se M
icrodata S

am
ple

A
t or B

elow
 100%

 of
Poverty L

evel
A

bove 100%
 of

Poverty L
evel

N
um

ber

%
 of T

otal by
Y

ears of
Schooling
C

ategory
N

um
ber

%
 of T

otal by
Y

ears of
Schooling
C

ategory
Y

ears of School

C
om

rleted

0 to 4 Y
ears C

om
pleted

430
10.3%

808
5.9%

5 to 8 Y
ears C

om
pleted

1,363
32.5%

4,399
32.1%

9 Y
ears

554
13.2%

1,800
13.1%

10 Y
ears

812
19.4%

2,243
16.4%

.
.

11 Y
ears
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13.7%
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18.6%

12 Y
ears (no diplom

a)
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10.9%
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13.9%

T
otal
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I
* - PU
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A

 100 includes B
aker G

illiam
, M

orrow
, U

m
atilla, U

nion, W
allow

a, and W
heeler coun es

**
D

oes not include persons for w
hom

 poverty status w
as not determ

ined.
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Appendix C

1990 Census:

County by County Tables
(Source: Summary Tape File 4)
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Appendix D

1990 Census:

Community College District Files
(Source: Summary Tape File 4)
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